
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Non-Fiction III:  Argument & Persuasion 
 
Unit Designers: Seth Mitchell & Lynne Gervais 
 
Level(s): Grade 11 

 
Time Span: 6-8 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
Students will read, analyze, and evaluate a variety of persuasive texts from American literature and 
current non-fiction sources to learn about rhetorical devices and persuasive techniques in argumentation. 
They will demonstrate their learning by crafting their own persuasive pieces. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
A. Reading 
A.4. Persuasive Texts: Students evaluate the validity, truthfulness, and usefulness of ideas presented in 
persuasive texts, within a grade appropriate span of text complexity, noting how the structural features 
and rhetorical devices affect the information and argument(s) presented. 
 a. Evaluate the logic of persuasive texts, noting instances of unsupported inferences and 
 fallacious reasoning  
 c. Identify and describe the effect of figurative language and other rhetorical devices; explain why 
 they do or do not contribute to the overall effectiveness of the text.  
 d. Analyze the purpose(s) of a persuasive text; describe the intended audience, and assess the 
 overall effectiveness of text 
 
B. Writing 
B.3. Argument/Analysis: Students write academic essays that structure ideas and arguments in a 
sustained and logical fashion.  
 b. Write thesis-driven essays that build a logical argument and support assertions with examples 
 and evidence that are accurate, credible, and relevant. 
 
B. 4. Persuasive: Students write persuasive essays exhibiting logical reasoning and rhetorical techniques. 
 a. Employ a variety of persuasive techniques including anticipating, addressing, and refuting
 potential counterclaims in a thesis-driven logical argument to influence the opinions, beliefs or 
 positions of others. 
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 
 Know what a thesis statement is. 
 
 Skills:  
 Able to write and organize a basic essay  
 Able to read non-fiction 
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Enduring Understandings: 
Authors appeal to emotion, logic, and character in persuasive pieces. 
Rhetorical devices, when used effectively, strengthen arguments. 
Identifying and refuting potential counterclaims is an important part of argumentation. 

 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
What rhetorical devices do authors use to make their texts more persuasive? 
How do persuasive techniques affect an audience? 

 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 
 Appeals to logic, emotion, and character 
 Rhetorical devices used in persuasion 
 
 Skills: 
 Identify, analyze, and evaluate the use of various appeals 
 Identify, analyze, and evaluate the use of the rhetorical devices 
 Craft pieces that employ various persuasive devices 
 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Students will respond to readings in written responses and class discussions. 
Students will craft pieces that demonstrate their understanding of persuasive techniques. 

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Readings from American literature and contemporary non-fiction sources 
Class discussion and small-group analysis of texts 
Crafting persuasive pieces 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Individual guidance for students who have mastered the basics of persuasion 
Writing editorials for print or online newspapers (school or community) 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Students might use technology in the following ways: 
 - word processing 
 - Googledocs, Wikis, or other programs to collaborate online 
 - digital video/editing programs to create persuasive visual pieces 
 - internet searches for current editorials or opinion pieces 
 - videos/persuasive pieces on Youtube 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Texts from American literature and contemporary non-fiction sources 
Laptops and digital video cameras (when necessary) 
Teacher-generated handouts 
 

 
Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 
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